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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

 

I wish to advise that I have known Dr Sara Laurie BMBS in a working capacity for approximately 2 – 3 

years while undertaking my research into the definition, causes and effects of wind farm noise. In 

that time Sarah has been in contact with me on a reasonably regular basis and I am aware of the 

general work of the Waubra Foundation of which she is Chief Executive Officer. 

 

At no time while I have known her has Sarah held herself out to be a registered medical practitioner. 

She has always emphasised that she is not registered and gave up her practising certificate some 

years ago after a battle with cancer. I have attended meetings where Sarah has been present and 

can confirm that she has emphatically stated that she is not registered and that she is in no way 

involved in any human research. She emphasised to people that they must discuss their concerns 

with their own doctor(s). 

 

When my colleagues and I applied to the Victorian Health Minister and the NHMRC for research 

funding I discussed our application in general terms with Sarah. Both organisations refused to 

participate in funding or being involved in any research into the potential for adverse health effects 

from wind farm noise. Consequently there was no “opportunity” to conduct human research. 

 

At no time, to the best of my knowledge, has Sarah or the Waubra Foundation undertaken any 

research or human-participant investigation into the potential for adverse health effects due to 

noise of any type. If such research had occurred I am sure I would have found out from the network 

of people I work with. Sarah is known as a “communication” person who talks and discusses widely 

with other professionals and persons potentially affected or who report they are affected by noise.  

To my knowledge she is widely respected by wind-farm noise researchers in Australia, New Zealand 

and Canada for her enthusiasm and commitment to a cause that she believes is of vital public 

concern. That said, she is also well aware of the boundaries imposed by her chosen profession. 

 

Trusting that this is of assistance 

 

 
 

Bob Thorne  PhD, MSc, MIOA, MAAS, FRSPH 


