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STATEMENT OF DAVID MORTIMER 
1. I am David Mortimer of 1251 Canunda Frontage Road, Millicent 5280, South 

Australia.  I am 64 years of age. 

2. I am a retired Naval Electrical Engineering Officer and served with the 

Australian Navy from 1965 to 1988.  I served in Vietnam during 1969-70.  In my 

retirement I manufacture fibreglass goods at home.  I also attend to my hobbies 

and maintain my home and grounds 

3. My Postal address is PO Box 1010, Millicent SA, South Australia.  I can be 

contacted by telephone on 08 87334380 or 0409 423 056. 

I am a “turbine host” 

4. My wife, Alida and I own a rural property near Millicent in South Australia. 

5. During 2003 we entered a contract with this developer (Babcock and Brown 

which became Infigen) by which we permitted it to erect 2 of its wind turbines on 

our land.  

6. In about September 2005, we returned from an overseas holiday in the UK, by 

which time the 2 turbines on our property, along with others forming the Lake 

Bonney windfarm, had been erected and commissioning had been commenced.   

My brother, John Campbell Mortimer, hosts 2 turbines on his property which 

adjoins our farm. He is not a wind farm resident and has no issue with turbines. 

7. The 2 turbines we are hosting on our land are approximately 750 m from the 

original farmhouse on our property (“the old farmhouse”), where we were living 

at the time of first operation of the Lake Bonney 1 wind farm. 
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8. Around that time we had commenced building a new house on another of our 

properties, so we did not spend much time living in the old farmhouse, sleeping 

there from time to time during the construction of a new farmhouse.  

9. We had always planned to build the new farmhouse, hoping to have it completed 

sometime in 2013 which is the year of my 65th birthday at which time I had 

planned to retire, but because of the noise being created at the old farmhouse by 

the turbines on our land and the other turbines nearby we decided to bring 

forward our plans to build the new farmhouse.   

10. Whenever we spent time at the old farmhouse the turbine noise there was quite 

pronounced and annoying.  However, as I have said we did not spend a great deal 

of time at the old farmhouse once the turbines started operating.  

11. The new farmhouse is located on the northern end of the windfarm 

approximately 2.5 km from the nearest turbines which are situated on land 

belonging to our neighbours. These neighbours are not wind farm residents.  

There are 4 turbines in that cluster; the next cluster of 4 turbines are around 5km 

away, including the 2 close to the old farmhouse.  There are 46 turbines 

altogether in the windfarm next to us. 

12. The turbines we host and near us are relatively small by modern standards being 

1.75MW Vestas turbines with 33 m blades on 70 m towers.  The Vestas V112s 

proposed by the developer for the Cherry Tree Range have almost double the 

capacity at 3MW, sit on 90-100 m towers and have 56 m blades. 

13. We moved into the new farmhouse on 29 September  2006.  As I have said the 

new farmhouse is approximately 2.5 km from the nearest turbines.  It has a brick 
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exterior with stone interior walls, sits on a concrete slab; it is well insulated and 

has a corrugated iron roof.  

14. From the time we moved into the new farmhouse we started experiencing 

symptoms and sensations which we now believe are due to turbine noise impacts 

and which increased in severity over the next 12 months or so. 

15. At the new farmhouse the character and level of the noise from the turbines 

varies depending upon wind speed and to a degree, direction.   

16. I describe the noise that comes from the turbines variously as a resonant 

drumming, thumping and a low whooshing sound.  In addition to the audible 

noise, I experience a pulsating pressure in my skull, particularly in the base of the 

skull.  

17. During our first 12 months living at the new farmhouse I developed tinnitus and 

apparent irregular heartbeat.  I had never had any prior heart trouble and I 

consulted our GP several times about it.  He found nothing wrong with me. 

18. Whenever we are staying at the new farmhouse and the turbines are operating I 

have trouble getting to sleep at night.  Frequently, I wake up in the morning 

feeling desperately tired, as though I have not slept at all.  Often I simply fall 

asleep from exhaustion but still wake up tired.  On numerous occasions I 

experience a deep, drumming, rumbling sensation in the skull behind my ears 

which is like pressure and often a pulsating, squeezing sensation at the base of 

my skull.  I also experience irregular heartbeat while I am trying to sleep and 

while I am relaxing (sitting or reclining) in our house.  I did not have any trouble 

sleeping before the turbines started operating.  
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19. While trying to sleep at the new farmhouse I have used earmuffs (of the kind I 

use on the tractor) and earplugs, but these do not help me get to sleep and do not 

change the pressure pulse and drumming sensations that I get in my head.  

20. Quite often when I sit down to relax in the new farmhouse (when the turbines are 

operating) I experience the same pulsing sensation and also experience irregular 

heart rhythm.  I find it impossible to relax in that house and I feel a strong sense 

of anxiety because of changes to my heart rhythm and the pressure sensation in 

my head. 

21. The trouble I have had trying to sleep in the new farmhouse; the pressure pulse 

sensations and irregular heart rhythm make me anxious every time I try to sleep 

or stay in that house.  After about a year of being deprived of sleep and the other 

annoying sensations, I experienced bouts of depression in which I wanted to go 

to sleep and not wake up.  I simply wanted to sleep and stay asleep. 

22. The pressure pulsing sensation I have talked about is sometimes like a kind of 

headache without pain; and at other times it is accompanied by sharp head pains.  

I did not have any problems with these headaches before the turbines started 

operating nearby.  

23. My wife, Alida began suffering dizzy spells about three years ago and she also 

now complains about pulsing and pressure sensations in her head when we are 

home. 

24. Both of us have sought medical advice about our symptoms and sensations.  We 

have both had ECGs carried out to investigate my wife’s dizzy spells and my 

irregular heartbeat.  The ECG showed that there were no underlying issues with 

our health to explain the sensations we both experience when we are at the new 
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farmhouse.  The ECG did, however, show that I have a relatively slow resting 

heart rate.  

25. Our experience of life whenever we are living at the new farmhouse (as 

described above) contrasts with our experience whenever we leave that home and 

sleep anywhere else.  Away from that home, I have not ever experienced 

problems with my heartbeat or with the pressure pulse sensation in my head; and 

I sleep incredibly well by comparison.  My tinnitus comes and goes when I am 

away from home, but whenever I am living at the new farmhouse it is a constant 

source of irritation when the turbines are running.  Alida does not complain of 

dizzy spells or head pressure when we are away from home. 

26. As an example, I recently spent a few days and nights with relatives in Adelaide 

and slept brilliantly, even though their home is right on Brighton Road, Seacliff 

Park, which is one of Adelaide’s busiest arterial roads.  Even though the traffic 

was heavy until late at night I enjoyed the best sleep I have had in weeks and did 

not experience any trouble with my heartbeat or suffer any headaches or head 

pressure, in fact, the “silence” inside my head was profound.  

27. I have reached the conclusion that the wind turbines operating 2.5 km away are 

the most likely cause of the sensations suffered by me and my wife (sleep 

deprivation, the head pressure pulsations, irregular heart rhythm and, in my 

wife’s case, dizzy spells).  I honestly believe that these problems are the direct 

result of wind turbine generated noise, particularly low frequency noise, and 

regular air pressure variations caused by the turbine blades. 

28. We had not had any acoustic survey done at the new farmhouse until recently.  

During December 2012 and early January 2013 we have had experienced 
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independent acoustic expert, Les Huson carry out a detailed acoustic survey at 

the new farmhouse.  

29. The data gathered by Mr Huson has been taken away to be analysed.  When the 

data recordings were being collected, Mr Huson took some further readings and 

showed me a graph on a computer which was taking recordings of the noise 

generated by the turbines at the time, in real time.   

30. Mr Huson pointed out in that graph high levels of low frequency noise which, I 

understood from the patterns shown in the graph, were consistent with those 

being produced by the turbines.  I could see the data shown in the graph had a 

regular, rhythmic pattern in the low infra sound range.  

31. We are very keen to learn the results of the acoustic survey carried out by Mr 

Huson.  

32. We believe that as a result of wind turbine noise, both audible and inaudible, that 

the new farmhouse is unliveable and, as such, we will probably be unable to sell 

it to anyone.  Even if we are able to sell it, the sale will be at a substantial 

discount to its market value; that is the value it would have without turbines 

operating nearby. The 4Ha block on which our home is built, has no primary 

production value, only the value attributed to its peace and tranquillity and 

panoramic views. 

33. As I have said, we are in a contractual relationship with the developer in this case 

(Infigen) by which we receive significant annual income from hosting 2 turbines 

for it on our property.  My brother is also in a contractual relationship with 

Infigen.  Our contract does not contain any of the “gag type” clauses which I 
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have seen in more modern wind farm contracts with landholders, so I am happy 

to speak about our experience and give evidence in these proceedings. 

 
 
Signed by the abovenamed 
David Mortimer 
 
 
 
………………………… 
 
Date: 11 January 2013 
 
 
 
 


