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May 26th, 2013 
 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
 
RE: DR. SARAH LAURIE BMBS (Flinders University) 
 
 
I have known Dr. Sarah Laurie since early 2011 and am well acquainted with her work with the 

Waubra Foundation.  The Waubra Foundation has been formed to advocate, amongst other 

issues, the need for rigorous, peer reviewed, refereed research into the reported adverse health 

effects of industrial wind turbines (IWTs) and other sources of industrial low frequency noise.  

Dr. Laurie, working in a voluntary capacity as the Foundation’s Chief Executive Officer, has 

promoted the necessity for such research for nearly three years with conviction and 

professionalism. 

 

Dr. Laurie obtained her medical degree from Flinders University and practised for some time 

thereafter as a rural general practitioner.  In the past she also obtained her Fellowship of the 

Royal Australian College of General Practice and Fellowship of the Australian College of Remote 

and Rural Medicine.  For personal reasons namely health and extended family caring 

responsibilities, she has been unable to maintain these fellowships or to continue with medical 

practice & registration while she had a very young family, and elderly frail parents in law..   

 

Dr. Laurie is always careful to inform people to whom she talks about industrial wind turbines 

that, while she is a medical graduate and a former rural GP , she is not currently registered by 

AHPRA.  In addition those working as advocates for the wind industry have also made sure her 

current unregistered status is widely known. 

 

Dr. Laurie appears to be accused of conducting medical research on human subjects and that, 

further, this research has not been approved by any ethics committee and is therefore unethical.  

As far as one can ascertain this accusation has come via the Public Health Association but the 

details appear to have been compiled anonymously.  From my knowledge of Dr. Laurie’s work I 

am not aware that she has been involved in any such research.  She has acted as a concerned 

community member who has issues with the safety of industrial wind turbines.  She has become 

extremely well-read and knowledgeable about research that has been performed both in 

Australia (of which sadly there is a dearth) and internationally.  She has decided to impart 

information she has accumulated to any who are similarly concerned about the ramifications of 

IWTs on health, and does so with circumspection and care. 

 

I have no hesitation in describing Dr. Laurie as a person of the highest integrity.  She brings an 

exceptional ethic to her work, and a compassion and sympathy for people complaining of 

adverse health effects from IWTs.  This however does not translate to actively conducting 



medical research or practising medicine.  Indeed she is always scrupulous to recommend that 

anyone complaining of symptoms they believe to be related to IWTs should consult with their 

own treating doctor. 

 

It would appear to even the most casual observer that Dr. Laurie is the victim of those who 
would like to silence her.  There is no evidence that whoever is accusing her has any depth of 
knowledge of the either adverse health effects of IWTs in general or specifically the work that 
she is doing in her attempts to uncover the real effects of IWTs.  There is an unequal position 
developing where human health is being traded off in favour of government policies that 
support wind energy development. This trade off conflicts with international charters that 
acknowledge the highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental right of every human 
being.  Dr. Laurie speaks to this conflict at great personal cost.  It is a sad day in our democratic 
Australia when a person’s right to speak out on issues of concern is attacked by such an 
extraordinary and baseless witch hunt. 
 

I seriously recommend that any person, organisation or regulatory authority that purports to 

deal with these quite scurrilous accusations dismiss them as the unsubstantiated rubbish that 

they are.  

  

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Dr. Colleen Watts OAM 
 


