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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

It has come to my attention that certain accusations regarding the work of Sarah Laurie, with 
respect to the Waubra Foundation, have been made.   Accordingly, my perspective may be of value.

I am an independent science and technology consultant in New Zealand, a Principal of Atkinson & 
Rapley Consulting Ltd:  The consultancy for Business, Environment and the Community they serve.  I have 
been involved in an international research initiative for some years concerning environmental effects 
of wind turbine installations.  My company has developed new technologies for the precise 
measurement and analysis of environmental sound that are specifically relevant to wind turbine 
immissions.

As the result of one of our corporate client’s involvement with wind turbine consents, we 
subsequently installed a number of instruments to measure turbine immissions and have, as a result 
of that research, published scientific papers on the phenomenon and co-authored/co-edited a 
scientific monograph on the topic.  My organisation continues to research this matter and supply 
specialist instrumentation for the purpose of environmental analysis.  Indeed,  Atkinson & Rapley is 
the only company in the world that has developed, and can supply, state-of-the-art instrumentation 
that can determine amplitude modulation from wind turbine immissions directly, (as per the 
Denbrook Consent) in real time.

As a result of my on-going research into environmental health issues, I became aware of Sarah 
Laurie’s interest approximately 3 years ago, her involvement with the Waubra foundation and her 
independent advocacy for research relating to turbine-affected communities.   Accordingly, I have 
shared technical information with her from our R&D program.   At no time have I known Sarah to 
conduct ‘scientific research’ or be part of an organised team.  Rather she has simply engaged in 
dialogue with members of the general public who have experienced adverse effects from living in 
close proximity to wind turbine installations and other sources of infrasound and low frequency 
noise.

During my contact with Sarah Laurie I was never in any doubt as to her medical registration status.  
On every occasion, including telephone conversations and emails, she has made it abundantly clear 
that she is not a practicing medical practitioner.  I understand that after a bout of cancer some time 
ago, the need to bring up a young family and care for elderly parents-in-law, she temporarily ceased 
practicing medicine.   At no time has she, to the best of my knowledge, or that of my international 
research network, ever portrayed herself as anything other than a non-practicing medical graduate with 
relevant post-graduate professional experience as a rural general practitioner.

Further, I am not aware of any instances where she has worked as a medical practitioner, seeing 
patients and diagnosing conditions since she ceased practicing after her cancer episode.  
Internationally, it is well-known that she was using her scientific and medical training to aid her 
genuine investigations to better understand the complex and growing public health problem relating 
to the placement of wind turbines near human habitation.  This work is of considerable importance 
in order to determine practical multidisciplinary research priorities and initiatives for future 
research.

The need for such scientific research to be undertaken at this time is of some urgency, as it is clear 
that wind turbine installations, world-wide, are causing considerable human impact; including 
harm, especially as they increase in size and are placed closer to homes.  The physiology of such 
interactions is poorly understood at this time, however, the work of Professor Alec Salt and others is 
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attempting to correct that deficit.  The work of my team will likely make a considerable contribution 
in the coming years regarding the underlying mechanisms of acoustic effects on biological systems.  

In view of the growing understanding of the problems experienced by the residents living near wind 
turbine installations, particularly from ongoing conversations with affected people, such as 
those conducted by the Waubra Foundation, Sarah Laurie, and others, considerable knowledge has 
been accumulated, albeit anecdotal.  However, such insights are of immense value and must continue 
for the advancement of science.  The very process of science begins with observation.

It is a salient fact that ‘the science is never settled’.   At best, the current paradigm represents the 
theory that has not yet been successfully refuted, often reflecting the politics and social milieu of the 
time.  Science exists as a collection of models, the concept of Absolute Truth remaining an unattainable 
academic construct.  In its absence, scientists are charged with the responsibility of expanding man’s 
understanding of the world through observation, hypothesis, experimentation and analysis.  Pivotal to 
that process is the generation of hypotheses and new theories to explain existing observations.  
Dialogue with affected communities is a good place to start regarding matters of environmental 
health that may then stimulate the generation of research projects.

Attempts to shut down those advocating for research of importance to human health must be 
treated with suspicion and care needs to be exercised so that corporate financial interests and 
ideology do not inhibit the search for truth.  The work of Sarah Laurie and the Waubra Foundation in 
establishing dialogues with affected communities is of immense, scientific value.  Ignorance of 
potential environmental/human health hazards is not a safe option.

Industries need to take stock of the potential health and well-being effects as a result of the 
introduction of new technology.  It should be incumbent on the technology developer to prove that 
new technologies are either safe, or at the very least, the risks are well known and can be mitigated/
managed.  Until that ideal state is reached, the work of Sarah Laurie and the Waubra Foundation is an 
important aspect of the advancement of our scientific understanding regarding the human effects of 
new power generation technology implementation.  In fact, future research may prove pivotal in the 
prevention of huge, class action, law suits for corporates and government authorities who introduce 
new technologies without sufficient regard to health and safety. 

I hope that this is of assistance.

Bruce Rapley.  B.Sc., M.Phil., Cert.  Ad.  Ed., C.O.P.  App.  Eng.  MNZANLP.

Principal Consultant,

Atkinson & Rapley Consulting Ltd.
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