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Tears in county hall over turbine impact  

 

Protesters with their and placards at Vicarstown Community Community Centre where Greenwire Public Information Day was 

held on Tuesday last. Photo: Michael Scully. 
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A Roscommon man broke down in tears in the Council Chambers, last week, as he claimed his health had been 
destroyed by two turbines just 700 metres from his home. 

Mr Keane recevied a standing ovation from councillors and members of the Laois Wind Energy Group who had 
gathered in the public gallery after he pleaded with the council not to give planners a free hand. 

“Would you build a 100 metre high turbine 250 metres from your front door, then why would you allow it to 
happen to someone else,” he said. 

Mr Keane and his wife, Dorothy, moved to Roscommon in 2004 to retire in a rural and peaceful location. In 
2011 a wind farm was built and commissioned on a hill facing their house. 

They had not objected or made a submission to An Bord Pleanala as they thought the worst would be having 
to look at them. 



But the effect of the noise on the Keane’s has been chronic stress, sleep depravation and anxiety which were 
disgnosed by a consultant psychiatrist in their local hospital, who has told them the only long term solution is 
to leave their home. 

They are now on a cocktail of medications such as sleeping tablets and two anti depressants for the short term. 

Mr Keane broke down as he told the councillors that they would be leaving their home, which is now worth 
nothing, next month. 

“At the age of 65 we have been evicted by a windfarm, we have been evicted and let down by our Government, 
we have been let down by the ineffectual guidlines. 

“The windfarm that brought us to our kness has two turbines 100 metres tall, 700 metres from our home. 

“If two people can be brought to their knees, how many people will be in our situtation if 2,500 turbines are 
built in the Midlands,” he said. 

Mr Keane spoke as part of a presentation by members of the Laois Wind Energy Group, who said they did not 
want to be in his position in two years time. 

 


