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November 5, 2013 
 
The Hon. Justice A.C. Bennett, AO, 
Chair,  
National Health and Medical Research Council,  
GPO Box 1421, 
Canberra, A.C.T 2601 
 
Dear Justice Bennett, 
 

Board 
Charlie Arnott, B. RuSci (Hons) 
Tony Hodgson, AM 
Sarah Laurie, BMBS (Flinders) (CEO) 
Peter R. Mitchell AM, B.ChE (Chair) 
Alexandra Nicol, B.Ag (Hons) 
Kathy Russell, B.Com, CA 
The Hon. Clive Tadgell, AO 
The Hon. Dr. Michael Wooldridge,    
                            B.Sc. MBBS, MBA 
 

The Hon Clive Tadgell wrote to you on 18th June last to express some concerns regarding the 
relationship between our organisation and the NHMRC at the operating level. 
 
Mr Tadgell wrote as the member of our board with a similar professional background to your own, in 
the expectation that the contact might facilitate a serious conversation between our respective 
organisations. 
 
A failure by one in your position to acknowledge serious correspondence from a respected individual 
is difficult to view in a positive light.  Moreover, it was only after two letters of reminder that you 
engaged a mid-ranking manager ― neither the CEO nor his deputy ― to write a form of response. 
 
That response, which took three months to come, did not address the matters raised in Mr Tadgell’s 
letter and therefore amounted to nothing more than a bureaucrat’s attempt at a “file closer.” 
  
The Waubra Foundation is engaged on a very serious and significant project, namely to investigate 
and address the impact of industrial noise, and particularly infrasound, on human beings.  A 
dangerously serious example is the cruel and callous placing of wind turbines in proximity to rural 
homes and workplaces. We would not make any progress if we were content to accept without 
demur “file closer” letters of the kind your organisation has seen fit to send. 
 
The nature of the wind turbine industry being what it is, and its supporters being what they are, the 
Waubra Foundation and its volunteer staff are continually under unfair and misguided personal 
attack.  One instance was the defamation this year of our CEO, Dr Sarah Laurie, by means of an 
anonymous document which “appeared” on the desk of Michael Moore, CEO of the Public Health 
Association of Australia.   We believe that the NHMRC played a part in that defamation by 
distributing the document. 
 
Following legal advice relating to the document, Letters of Concern were drafted on behalf of Dr 
Laurie and the Waubra Foundation for dispatch to several parties, including the NHMRC.   One of our 

http://www.waubrafoundation.org.au/


directors, The Hon. Dr Michael Wooldridge (a former Federal Minister for Health) suggested, 
however, that the letter to the NHMRC should not be immediately sent and that, as an alternative, 
Mr Tadgell might engage with you as Chair of the NHMRC to investigate other alternatives.  
 
Your casual indifference is indeed regrettable and serves as a caution to our board and management. 
I therefore request that the matters that have been placed before you by Mr Tadgell be given 
appropriate consideration by the NHMRC, and at an appropriate level.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Peter R. Mitchell, AM B.ChE 
Chairman 
 
 
 


