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Ms. Sarah Byrne
Executive Director
Business Support
National Health & Medical Research Council

Ms. Claire Pitham
Director, Government Relations and Council Executive

Governance and Strategy Branch

National Health & Medical Research Council

Dear Ms. Byrne & Ms. Pitham,

We refer to the separate letters sent by you to Dr. Sarah Laurie on22 Aprll,2OL3.

You both asked that Dr Laurie respond to the allegations of an unottributed, unsigned ond undated
documentthat was not sent directly to the NHMRC, but somehow appeared on the desk of Mr Moore the
CEO of the PHAA; who effectively gave it a sorely needed blessing in his email of transmission to the NHMRC.

The Board of the Waubra Foundation cannot conceive that the NHMRC would even consider, let alone act
upon, an anonymous document.

Also we are unable to find in the NHMRC Act any form of power or instruction that would support the
presumption that the NHMRC has jurisdiction for the type of inquiry that you seem to be embarked opon;,but
do notice the Act contains references to natural justice.

An inquiry based on indeterminate allegations from an anonymous person, persons, or organisation would
create a new frontier in health regulation and indeed the law. The resulting publicity is certain to generate

substantial attention and initiate a future flow of unsavoury anonymous complaints to the NHMRC.

ln short we consider any progressing of this matter would be undemocratic and contrary to the principle of
naturaljustice.

Perhaps another more critical look at the anonymous document should show you that:
o the allegations are non specific;
o the evidence supporting any allegations is threadbare to the point of embarrassment;
r the document is a transparent attempt to discredit and damage Dr Laurie, the Foundation and its

work. ln no way can it be claimed that the document will help reduce the damage to rural peoples'
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health and well being. Quite the opposite, it is all about damaging the most competent and
outspoken expert in the field in Australia and a genuine heroine of the struggle for justice for the
many victims of this irresponsible industry.

Our advice is that:
o Dr Laurie has not been practicing medicine nor doing research on humans;
o Dr Laurie should not be asked to respond to sloppy and imprecise allegations;
r the NHMRC has no jurisdiction in respect of the allegations;
. ahy attempt to proceed with an inquiry would be to deny Dr Laurie the right of naturaljustice
o The anonymous document is defamatory.

The form, appearance, discovery and transmission of the document supports our conclusion that a number of
people and organisations have worked together to create an overarching scheme to damage Dr Laurie and

create a situation whereby a further allegation could be, (and was remarkably quickly) made, that "Ms Laurie

is being investigated by the NHMRC, etc.," 
,t

We suggest that the anonymous authors and their clearly enthusiastic and willing partners in distribution,
have cleverly used the NHMRC to advance their interests and thereby placed the NHMRC in a position of
potentially signifi cant embarrassment.

Accordingly we request that the NHMRC:
o withdraws its request to Dr Laurie to respond (which, if she was to do so, would effectively require

her to trawl through this disgraceful document for allegations against herself, and then respond to
them!);

r publically states that Dr Laurie is not under investigation by the NHMRC;

. suggests that the anonymous authors follow proper and due process in the future.

We seek a response to our requests within seven days. The only party that will benefit by letting this matter
fester is the wind industry and its various external servants.

Let us end this before it literally spirals out of control.

Yours sincerely,

t* bv*z-<t
Peter Mitchell AM
Chairman
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