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Dear Chairman and Members of the Board, 
 
On 22nd December 2010 the Waubra Foundation’s Medical Director wrote to you, and to the other 
members of the AGL Board, alerting you to evidence of a clear association of wind turbines with the 
co-incidence of nearby neighbourhood ill-health.  
 
You will understand our genuine regret that our approach to you in good faith has met with silence. 
We believe and expect that you, too, will ultimately regret it.  
 
Your failure either to acknowledge our correspondence, or to weigh and respond to our findings, 
ignores a far-reaching public health problem for which AGL, in spite of itself, may expect to be held 
continuingly responsible. Be assured that the issue will not simply disappear of its own accord. It 
demands to be addressed — preferably with the responsible, co-operative goodwill and common 
sense of all parties on whom it bears. 
 
It is evident that, so far, AGL - along with the rest of the wind turbine industry and the industry body - 
purports to maintain a concluded denial of any health problem associated with wind turbines. Your 
assumed denial may be direct or indirect, but it proclaims itself by the following three conspicuous 
factors, among others: 
 

1. comments by AGL’s Head of Generation Development, Mr Bean, to the Senate Subcommittee 
Inquiry in Canberra on the 25th March 2011; 



2. AGL’s Coopers Gap wind Farm Newsletter dated March 2011; 
3. AGL‘s continuation with the MacArthur project approved under the incompetent noise 

standards used in Victoria. 

We therefore feel the need to draw your attention again to the conclusion derived from the 
Foundation’s field work in Australia that large wind energy projects built in accord with the previous 
Victorian Guidelines and the NZ noise Standards will cause serious health problems for a significant 
proportion of residents living within 5km of a turbine and some even living up to 10km away.  We 
cannot tell you with any certainty which people will be affected, or how many; but we can tell you it 
will be more than just a few, that for some the illnesses will be absolutely debilitating, and that the 
severity of the symptoms will drive a significant number of families from their homes.  
 
There are studies, some dated, some very recent; some commissioned by the wind industry and some 
not.  One of our first tasks as a newcomer to the field was to identify and communicate with 
independent experts worldwide.  There seems to be a wide gap between their findings and the 
statements made by in the industry in defence of their actions and claims.  A priori, a strong cause for 
alarm. 
 
AGL seems to justify its actions (as in point 3 above) by referring to the NHMRC Rapid Review (points 
1 and 2 above) and to the Victorian Government’s Department of Health’s examination of the 
available evidence (point 2). 
 
Technically the Rapid Review is inadequate for the purpose for which the industry is utilising it.  We 
understand the NHMRC itself is displeased with its review being used as a mechanism of 
unconditional denial.  We recommend AGL should additionally refer to the expert evidence prepared 
by C. Phillips (see below) in updating its views on the problem.  We note that the Victorian 
Department of Health (DOH) was activated only in 2010 when asked by a planning panel to give them 
a view on the health problem. Whatever work they did (which we have reasons to believe was 
cursory and certainly not of “the available” evidence as AGL claims) they passed the question on to 
the NHMRC and,  until recently, have quoted the Rapid Review in response to questions regarding 
health effects.  For AGL to quote, as they do in 2 above, the Victorian DOH conclusion, is incorrect; 
and it may also be misleading.  Currently we are in the process of helping the DOH to become better 
informed. 
 
Perhaps the best review of the then available evidence and literature is that completed by Carl 
Phillips, an American Epidemiologist, as an expert opinion.  His conclusions, dated 3 July 2010, include 
the words “There is ample scientific evidence to conclude that wind turbines cause serious health 
problems for people living nearby.”  Note that this conclusion is supported by the evidence since 
collected by the Foundation from 60 plus individual sufferers.  His work has not, to our knowledge, 
been reviewed by the Victorian DOH or by the NHMRC. 
 
The summary and recommendations of Phillips’ expert opinion is attached.  Considering the quality 
and independence of the work, and AGL’s potential involvement in a serious public health issue; it 
would seem wise, if not compelling, that AGL’s board members read the whole 28 pages of this 
seminal opinion as there are important insights not itemised in the pages attached. 



 
References to three other recent and very important papers are included at the foot of this letter that 
add to knowledge of the health issue.  The authors are all independent of the wind industry. 
 
At the Waubra Foundation we consider that our work in gathering evidence in the field has taken us 
well past recording sufficient adverse events to reinforce, in the local context, Phillips’ conclusion; but 
note that we have only interviewed a modest proportion of those claiming to be affected.  Having 
reached the point of what Phillips calls sufficient, we are now moving to informing governments, 
health and planning authorities, the press and the public of the results of our findings; and to the 
promotion of the necessary independent studies.  If the industry truly believes there are no health 
problems, or, if there are, the problems are not linked to the operation of wind turbines, it is clearly 
in the industry’s interest to have the studies undertaken and completed as soon as possible. 
 
The Foundation’s aims are limited and simple: to ensure that the effect of wind turbines on the health 
of rural families is understood; that the predictability of audible and sub audible noise becomes an 
accurate science; that proper planning standards are set; and that rural families spared from the 
damage caused by turbines being sited too close to their homes and work places.  You will see from 
the composition of our Board that we intend to be held to the highest scientific and objective 
standards. 
 
Put simply, the time for denial by the wind industry as a legitimate method of protecting its business 
and profits has passed.  With the available and mounting evidence denial will soon be seen publically 
to be immoral and constructive of liabilities.  Regardless, the Waubra Foundation earnestly wishes to 
work with, not against, the industry leaders to get the issues of health issues and turbine siting right. 
 
As we see it AGL can pursue one or more of the following strategies: 
 

1. proceed with approved projects using the fast fading cover of the NHMRC’s Rapid Review but 
knowing, if only from our correspondence and references, that you will surely cause 
considerable, and cruel, health problems in the adjacent communities; 

2. immediately reconfigure your approved projects to a 5km residential and workplace set back 
from turbines on the ground that with current knowledge, this setback is a best guess at 
minimising health damage (note that the “new” Victorian setback of 2 km is based on well 
intentioned but largely uniformed advice that is several years out of date).  The Foundation 
would consider a 5km (but no less) setback as responsible; and would support it as an interim 
solution; 

3. suspend any further work on previously approved projects whilst the proposed first level 
research studies are completed and be proactive in funding those studies and informing the 
Federal Government of your role as a responsible industry leader. 

For the present, we perceive AGL to be embarked upon choice 1. 
 
Accordingly, we feel obliged to advise you that, in our opinion, the turbine siting that is planned for 
the Macarthur wind project (and for any other of your projects approved by applying the NZ Noise 
Standards of 1998 and 2010) is a danger to the health of nearby residents; and note that, in our 



opinion, one’s moral if not legal obligations in respect of public health should rank ahead of 
commercial matters and any perceived noble causes. 
 
On the assumption that additional evidence may have made AGL more willing to consider the 
probability of turbine related health problems, the Foundation would like to meet with AGL at senior 
level, and demonstrate how our conclusions have been drawn. One matter we would like to raise is 
how we might best help in seeking an appropriate rescheduling of existing Renewable Energy Targets 
and penalties whilst research is completed. 
 
Finally, and for your information, the Foundation now has access to two field instruments capable of 
measuring a full range of noise frequencies and is using these instruments to measure sound 
emissions around some existing wind farms in South Eastern Australia. 
  
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
P.R. Mitchell, AM, BChE 
Chairman 
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