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Dear Mr. McWilliams, 
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I am responding to your letter of 27 June 2011 at the request of the Board of the Waubra 
Foundation of which I am the Secretary. 
 
In common with others, AGL seeks to rationalise your continuing with business-as-usual in 
the wind industry by a seeking comfort from uninformed others and repeating the noble 
words of your relevant compliance policies.  In this matter, neither is separately or jointly 
adequate. 
 
We note, for example, your statement in paragraph 4 of your letter: “a primary concern in 
all our projects is to protect the health, safety and welfare of all of our stakeholders 
including local communities”. 
 
The neighbours of your projects for whom we are concerned, are not your stakeholders, and 
perhaps that is the problem; they are not therefore beneficiaries of your primary concern or 
protection; in fact they are stakelosers, and seriously so.  It is unrealistic not to admit their 
plight. 
 
You refer and apparently rely on what we see as the twin “cloaks of comfort,” namely the 
NHMRC Study of 2010 and the Senate Inquiry. We have seriously wasted our time if, by now, 
you do not realise the inadequacy of the NHMRC study, and the inherent ability of the 
NHMRC to deal decisively with a new disease which has not shown the grace to wait for 
peer reviewed studies before it was launched on country families. You need to realise that 



any update of that study will lag (probably for two or three years) the ongoing and growing 
punishment being endured by stakelosers in the field. 
 
The Foundation suggests that a little more realism in relation to the Senate Inquiry findings 
might be appropriate.  You quote the Chair of that Committee, Ms Siewert, a Green Senator, 
in her speech tabling the report in parliament: “the Committee had been unable to find a 
direct link between wind farms and adverse health impacts.” That statement should not 
come as a surprise or a comfort to you, as the Senate Committee, with the possible 
exception of Senator Fielding, lacked the technical competence to make a scientific 
judgement and certainly some senators would have struggled with party policies in 
supporting any other conclusion. 
 
At this stage we have informed you of our conclusions and the facts from which they are 
drawn.  You have declined to meet with us and explore in sufficient detail our findings.  We 
can only observe that we would expect directors, with more than enough information to 
know that endorsing new projects are, even possibly, placing neighbours health at risk, 
would be keen to inform themselves of our work and conclusions.  Risking wasting half a day 
so doing, would not be inappropriate given the real probability that wind farms are the 
cause of non stakeholder problems.  
 
We can only wonder if there are other forces, commercial or of more noble nature, causing 
you to deny the significance of our findings without taking the opportunity to meet and 
discuss our concerns.  However we cannot imagine or accept that any such reason could 
justify risking the health of families whose home environments you are treating so casually. 
 
Our Board has asked that you distribute this letter plus the enclosed notice to all members 
of the AGL Board 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Susan Richmond 
 
Attached:  Explicit Cautionary Notice 


