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Dear Commissioner, 
 
I write to you as Chairman of the Waubra Foundation, a small but vital health promotion charity involved in 
various aspects of promoting the prevention and the control of diseases in humans caused by noise pollution 
from fixed industrial high speed rotating machinery. 
 
I refer to a letter to our CEO from Assistant Commissioner Locke dated 13th February, 2014 and appearing in 
our PO Box on 21st  February 2014.  The Foundation will be formally responding to Mr Locke once we have 
consulted a specialist lawyer and our Board.  
 
Mr Locke’s advice is apparently prompted by a complaint from Senator Di Natale, which the ACNC has so far 
refused to release. 
 
How can we argue our case without knowledge of the complaint? The answer is, not very well. 
 
Here are some matters I would like to put before you before you receive our formal reply. 
 

 Various Senate speeches by Di Natale show how that the Greens have clearly aligned themselves with 
the wind industry and have selected their means of contribution to the welfare of that industry by 
aggressively abusing and discrediting anyone who disagrees with their ideological views; especially 
the Waubra Foundation, a major and continuing advocate for research on the subject of wind turbine 
noise and neighbours’ health.  See Hansard attached. 

 

 These speeches contain false and, we think, defamatory statements, some of which will surely be 
relevant to the complaint and the ACNC review. It would be embarrassing if the ACNC’s conclusion 
was influenced by false assertions by Senator Di Natale. 

 

 We are a small charitable organisation in our fourth year of existence. We have a full-time Chairman 
and CEO plus a part-time administrator who all work pro bono. DGR status was granted to the 
Foundation on 28 October 2011 and reaffirmed as recently as 3 July 2013 following an anonymous 
complaint from, no doubt, a supporter of the wind industry.  

 

http://www.waubrafoundation.org.au/


 The total funds donated so far amount to $212,000; hardly impoverishing to the nation but often 
representing a real struggle for country families who represent the greatest number of our 
contributors and who are mostly victims of neighbouring wind farms. 

 

 Whilst our resources are small we do have substantial and proven relevant experience in our board, 
which consists of:  

 
Peter R. Mitchell, AM, BChe. 

 Formerly Chairman of public resources companies; Founder and long term chair of the 
National Stroke Foundation; currently a Governor of the Florey Neurosciences Institute. 

 
Sarah Laurie, BMBS (Flinders) CEO 

Former Rural General Practitioner now exceedingly well informed on the effect of noise on 
the human body. 

 
Hon. Clive Tadgell, AO 
  Retired Judge, Supreme Court of Victoria. 
 
Hon. Dr Michael Wooldridge, B.Sc, MBBS, MBA  

Formerly Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, Monash University and 
Assoc. Professor, Faculty of Medicine, University of Melbourne, Former Federal Health 
Minister 

 
Tony Hodgson, AM, FCA, FAICD 

 Co-founder of Australia’s largest Corporate Recovery & Insolvency business, Chair or Director 
of major Australian companies 

 
Alexandra Nicol, B Ag (Hons) 

Former staffer to the late Senator Judith Adams.   
 
Kathy Russell, BCom, CA 

Experience in the public health system 
 
Charlie Arnott, B Ru Sci (Hons) 

Farmer,  Award winning environmentalist 
 
We find Mr Locke’s analysis and description of how we now fail to qualify as Health Promotion Charity 
unreasonable.  Despite the large amount of information forwarded to the ACNC since November last year, it is 
not clear to us that Mr Locke has understood what the Foundation does or the need in rural communities for 
our work. 
 
For example, he says: 

 “However, there is no scientifically rigorous, credible or authoritative research that I have been able to 
find that establishes a causal connection between the symptoms suffered by some people and their 
proximity to the wind farms.”  

This statement is extraordinarily close to a favourite piece of wind propaganda and is simply and substantially 
incorrect. 
 
Mr Locke then quotes from the technically embarrassing NHMRC Rapid Review of 2010, reviewed by two 
gentlemen who unequivocally support the wind industry.  Indeed the most recent (draft) literature review by 
the NHMRC says that there is a paucity of “high quality research”, and that high quality research is very much 
needed.  Precisely what the Waubra Foundation has been advocating since inception and what the current 
Government has recently announced. 
 



It seems to us that ACNC staff are struggling to develop a logic for revoking our claimed, and twice previously 
accepted, status.  As a further example, this time of apparent confusion in the ACNC approach to this matter, 
we have been busy since November 2013 responding to various questions posed by staff Greg Hardiman and 
Nicola Bennett.   Then on the same date as Mr Locke’s letter (13 February, 2014), Acting Director/Manager 
Registration Services Lisa Difford rang and then wrote to us asking us to nominate additional categories to 
which we might belong following  amendments to the Act from January 1, 2014.  Indeed she said on page 3 
“So there is no need to take any action in relation to notifying us about the Foundation’s health promotion 
charity sub-type.”  We responded to Ms Gifford on 18th February via email and mail.  Mr Locke’s letter was 
also dated 13 February.  It appears that Ms Gifford was not aware of what Mr Locke had already decided to 
do. 
 
We are well through a forensic analysis of Mr Locke’s arguments as a first step in preparing our response.   
Should his conclusion stand you will, I believe, expect us and others to object strenuously and to ensure the 
matter is returned to the Senate.  
 
Commissioner, we are talking about a very complex disease.  There is no single scientific or engineering 
discipline that bridges cause and effect; hence the diversity on our board.  No other institution has, or 
presently can approach, our level of expertise and data bank. 
 
We know what we are doing. We are doing it to the best of our abilities and have built up a substantial body 
of knowledge from the field and from international sources. We are far ahead of any literature surveys (the 
NHMRC survey mentioned above stopped considering information after September, 2012).  Our task is 
something that must be completed.   
 
Please help us by not acceding to the wind industry wolves.  Please do not allow your organization, accidently 
or otherwise, to align itself with dishonorable propagandists serving the wind industry. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter R. Mitchell, AM 
Chairman 
 
Attachment: 
Senator di Natale’s speech to the Senate 13 November, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


