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25 September, 2014 
 

 

The Editor  
The Standard 
editor@thestandard.net.au 
 
We refer to the article by Anthony Brady on 25 September (“Moyne Councillor slams Macarthur wind farm 
noise review”) 
 
The Waubra Foundation is a volunteer organisation concerned with the impacts of noise from large industrial 
machinery on the health of nearby residents. Noise from wind projects and gas fired power stations are of 
major concern. 
 
Compliance testing of a wind turbine project is not simple. It has to be extraordinarily rigorous, takes 
considerable time and must be undertaken by acousticians other than those that provided expert advice to 
support the application for a planning permit. 
 
In particular, measurements should be taken at a number of locations (enough to get a spread across the 
whole project) and importantly at the site of the homes of those claiming health impacts; it must be carried 
out when the turbines are pushing out maximum power and therefore noise is also at a maximum and 
repeated with the wind in different directions.  
 
Project neighbours and sufferers must be assured that this was how the compliance testing was performed. It 
would seem both unwise and inequitable for the responsible body, in this case the Council, not to be 
sympathetic to this view and to take steps to ensure that ratepayers living near the project are so satisfied. 
 
However it is important that the Council, journalists and the more distant residents understand that virtually 
all large turbine projects have caused significant health and quality of life problems for neighbours.  This is 
simply because Victoria’s noise standards for wind turbines are incompetent at protecting residents’ health. In 
fact they are more licences to inflict damage than to provide appropriate controls on this industry. 
 
Your readers and Councilors might like to  read http://waubrafoundation.org.au/resources/environmental-
noise-sleep-deprivation-torture-september-2014/ 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peter Mitchell 
Chairman 
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