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Burwood Council Meeting – Tuesday 22nd March 2016 at 6:00pm 
Resident Statement – Open Forum Item 

 
LOW FREQUENCY NOISE (“LFN”) CONTINUES TO ADVERSELY IMPACT 
RESIDENTS IN BURWOOD & INNER WEST (ref: E14/27295) 
 

Mayor, Councillors, Council Staff, 
My name is Mikala Mihaljevic. I live in Eurella Street Burwood. In July last year, I addressed 
Council on the LFN problem in Burwood and the adverse impact it is having on me and other 
residents. I am here again tonight to ask Council to consider the requests contained in this 
statement. My original statement of approx. 8 ½ minutes has been distributed to the General 
Manager and Councillors prior to this meeting.  This is a summarised version of the original 
statement to meet the approx. 3 minute allocation. 
 

 
OPENING STATEMENT 

The source of LFN, verified in my home last year, remains unknown.  

 

SOUND ENERGY AND HUMAN HEALTH 

Sound is a form of energy harmful to human health depending on the level and duration. 

In our case, LF is producing strong, deep, very low and persistent threading tones that 

trespass, amplify, rumble and resonate indoors. Residents are exposed night after night 

(and on some days too) to the uninterrupted sound energy. The vibration felt through soft 

furnishings is very unsettling. 

 

For the non-complainants, do not be fooled with the notion that what I cannot hear will not 

hurt me or my family. We all know, as in the case of ultra-violet light and x-rays which we 

cannot see with the naked eye, that these are harmful to us. It is the same with sound energy 

especially the low frequencies. I urge The Mayor, Councillors and Staff living in the 

Burwood area to do their own research. 

 

COUNCIL’S ACOUSTIC TESTING 

Staff in Council’s Health and Environment unit, through no fault of their own, do not possess 

the necessary skills and experience to accurately measure and analyse the noise under 

investigation (which is low frequency in the audible 20Hz to 40Hz range) to be able to shortlist 

possible sources. Standard A-weighted measurements dB(A) are not sufficient for LF 

measurement. 



Page 2 of 3 
 

Only experienced professionals in the acoustics field with the correct monitoring equipment 

can detect the direction, pathway and source(s).   

REQUESTS 

As a matter of urgency, I request Burwood Council, to consider the following resolution 

measures: 

1. Shortlist from its DA register (and from adjoining Councils DA register) all the major 

equipment installed in the field made operational from the time the noise was first 

noticed. In addition, please consider contacting Ausgrid, other infrastructure providers 

and the EPA, in relation to sites in the vicinity, held under an EPA licence. (eg Sydney 

Olympic Park) 

 

2. If Council is unable to resolve the resident “Offensive Noise” complaint unassisted, then 

the appropriate course of action is for Council to engage independent acoustic 

consultants from the private sector, agreeable to the residents, providing full 

transparency.  

 
The EPA will not make an exception in our case to investigate the complaint as 

Council is the Appropriate Regulatory Authority (ARA). 

 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

I have lived in the same suburb all my life, and in my current home for over 15 years, without 

making any previous noise complaints. The elderly and people of non-English speaking 

backgrounds are also affected so it is hard for them to come forward. However, I am viewed by 

Council as the sole complainant and therefore a proper investigation on account of one is seen 

as not warranted. 

 

Since the story ran in the Inner West Courier on February 16th 2016, three radio stations 

contacted me, most notably Sydney’s ABC Radio. This type of noise problem is not widely 

understood by the general population. However, the ill effects from LF are acutely understood 

and reluctantly spoken about by acousticians and the health departments. 
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I am convinced the equipment emitting this sound is on a variable 'timer setting'. It would have 

to be something very large and powerful to have this amount of impact. My view is the 

offending plant or equipment has not been isolated properly for noise and vibration and 

Council’s mission is to find and remediate the source through assisted channels. 

 

I appreciate the time Mr Tommaso Briscese and Mr Harry Gavrilis have given to this difficult 

and complex case.  

 

Thank you for your attention this evening. 

 

* * * 


