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The Golden West Wind Energy Center in Calhan, Colorado, which consists of 145 453-
foot tall industrial wind turbines, has been fully operational since October 2015. 
Residents living within the wind farm project’s footprint have reported negative 
physical and psychological effects from the turbines. Concern has now shifted to the 
suspected effects the turbines are having on the animals in the area. 
 
According to the September 2015 issue of “The New Falcon Herald,” the effects on 
humans range from dizziness and nausea to concerns about dirty electricity and the 
potential for the electromagnetic waves to cause an irregular heartbeat, or atrial 
fibrillation. 
 
Domestic animals are in grave danger, too, based on worldwide accounts. 
 
According to an article published on the World Council for Nature’s website June 7, 
2014, a mink farm in Denmark suffered a huge hit when 1,600 mink cubs were born 
prematurely following the installation of four industrial wind turbines less than 1,600 
feet away. “Many had deformities, and most were dead on arrival,” the article states. 
“The lack of eyeballs was the most common malformation. Veterinarians ruled out food 
and viruses as possible causes. The only thing different at the farm since last year has 
been the installation of four large wind turbines only 328 meters away.” 
 
C.C. (she requested the NFH use only her initials), a resident within the wind farm 
project’s footprint, said the aforementioned incident does not surprise her. Since Sept. 
17, 2015, she and her family have lost 12 animals. Most recently, her horse gave birth to 
a stillborn foal. 
 
She knew her horse was going to give birth soon but was not expecting it so suddenly, 
C.C. said. “I went out there to see that the mama had lost weight, and then I saw the baby 
out there on the ground,” she said. “The placenta and the baby were both lying there. 
Usually, with any animal like that, the placenta stays connected internally (to the 
mother) for about 30 minutes or so after the baby is born.” 
 
Her vet examined the foal and determined that the baby had never taken a breath, she 
said. The baby was fully developed and just a bit premature, but what was notable was 
the unusual thickness of the placenta, C.C. said. “The vet’s notes say that she was 
stillborn and premature, due to placental thickening, but the cause is undetermined,” 
she said. 
 
Aside from the stillborn foal, C.C. said she has noted multiple animals with various 
deformities or abnormalities. “We have one goat that is six weeks old and has four teats 
instead of two,” she said. “The gestational period for a goat is only five months so she 
was developing in her mother’s womb while the turbines have been going. We had a 
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duck go totally blind. We had a rooster that was healthy one day and then dead the next. 
Our dog ended up with mastitis but she has not had puppies in eight years so the vet 
said there was no reason for that. The same dog developed a swollen liver and fluid 
around her heart so she was in congestive heart failure. Seventy-nine days after they 
turned these turbines on, she died.” 
 
Sandy Wolfe, another resident living within the wind farm project’s footprint, said she 
has experienced many physical ailments since the turbines became operational, and 
noticed that her animals were experiencing some of the same ones. “My dog Hank was 
so strong, and everybody was amazed at how strong and agile and competent he still 
was,” she said. “When I started having nosebleeds in September, he did, too. Mine 
subsided because I started sleeping in my truck, but his never really stopped. When my 
ears started hurting, his ears starting hurting.” 
 
Wolfe said Hank died this past winter. He was one of three dogs that has died since 
September, she said. 
 
Psychological effects of wind turbines on animals have also been documented. In an 
open letter to the Australian Medical Association that was posted on the World Council 
for Nature’s website on March 31, 2014, the WCFN wrote about an episode at another 
mink farm in Denmark that occurred three months prior to the other mink farm 
incident. “The animals became aggressive, attacking one another, and resulting in many 
deaths,” the letter states. 
 
Pam Phillips, another resident living within the Calhan wind farm’s footprint, said she 
has a turbine about 502 yards outside her front door and has noticed a marked change 
in the demeanor and behavior of some of her animals. “Our huge 135-pound 
Newfoundland dog will not go outside anymore unless we literally drag him out,” she 
said. 
 
Phillips said she has a bull that she puts into the pasture with her cows, and he no 
longer seems to have any interest in interacting with them, which is unusual. He was 
always very active when the turbines were not around, she said. 
 
Most disturbing is the sudden change in her 19-year-old mare, which she has had since 
the mare was 6 years old, Phillips said. “She is calm one minute and then, out of 
nowhere, she will blow up and take off, or buck or duck her head and dump me off the 
side,” she said. 
 
Phillips said she used to let kids ride the horse but cannot any longer because it is not 
safe. “I have never had issues with her before,” she said. “It is not like I just bought her 
and she is trying to get used to me. It is completely out of character for her.” 
 
Wolfe and C.C. both said it feels like their lives are falling apart around them. “I have lost 
all these pets since these things (the turbines) have turned on,” C.C. said. “Prior to that, 
we lost maybe one pet per year, if that.” 
 
Gavin Wince, another Calhan resident who lives within the wind farm project’s 
footprint, said, ”Several acoustic and medical studies are being conducted. Infrasound 



pulses emanating from the Golden West wind turbine array have been confirmed by 
measurements made in several neighboring homes and along public roads. The soon-to-
be-released infrasound health study findings are expected to vindicate many Calhan 
residents’ claims about health impacts.” 
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